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Our region tops many “best of” lists, but we’ve got the one that’s 
highly prized because it comes from you, our readers. It’s always excit-
ing when the poll results come back with new names, and we’re always 
pleased to see familiar favorites continuing to be in the forefront of 
customers’ minds.

Our list spotlights the best and brightest shops, restaurants, services, 
and people – artists and accountants, martial arts and massage, footwear 
and pick-your-own fruit among them. As always, it draws on our year-
round coverage of the area’s retailers and restaurateurs and the wisdom 
of our local readers. These winners – these locals – have won the hearts 
of the Monadnock Region.

This is our most successful poll ever, with 200,000 votes received 
across 193 categories, including several brand new categories. While 
that number is impressive, it means even more when you consider this: 
unlike similar polls, The Monadnock Shopper News Reader’s Poll al-
lows only one vote per category per reader.
 All local businesses and people were eligible to win, and voters 
could write in any business or individual they wished. Many small, 
locally owned businesses fared very well. This is not surprising: folks 
from the area are deeply loyal to local businesses. 
 All valid online ballots were entered into a drawing for restaurant 
gift certificates. The winners are David Johnson, Meredith Webb, Ron 
Ayotte, Deb Harmon, and Susan Charbonneau. 
 This magazine contains the complete listing of everyone who won 
“medals.” Many of the categories had over 40 different nominations. 

200,000 Votes In 
12th Annual Readers’ Poll

There were no tie-breakers, so some categories have multiple win-
ners. The editorial content provides the definitive results of this poll.  
 Congratulations to all of our winners, and thanks to the readers 
who helped in making this poll successful year after year.
 Each year, in addition to counting the votes each business or 
person receives, we like to honor those places that garner the most 
votes in any one category. We’d like to start by presenting those:

GOLD: Savings Bank of Walpole ad on pg. 44
 84 Marlboro St., Keene, (603) 355-1667
 www.walpolebank.com

SILVER:  Kristin’s Bistro & Bakery ad on pg. 46
 28 Washington St., Keene, (603) 352-5700
 www.kristinsbistroandbakery.com 
BRONZE: The Colonial Theatre 
 Want to know where to go and what to do in the region? 
Our readers will show you the way. Here’s our annual “Best of 
Monadnock” roundup.

On the cover: The Ashuelot River Park, voted Best Public Space. 
The photos are by Gabe Shakour.

Sincerely,

Mitchell G. Shakour, President/Publisher 
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THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1


