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Climate Report: Philippines

Variety of rolloff dumpster sizes
Clean-out services

No job is too big or too small — from a 
single item to an entire building. 

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED 
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www.danasrolloffdumpsters.com

DANA’SDANA’S
CONTAINER SERVICE

Offering Residential & Commercial Services
Paving: Driveways • Hard Pack • Patch Work
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GreenEnergyOptions.com
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32 Roxbury Rd • Marlborough, NH • 603-352-6900
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559  Main Street, Keene • 603-352-1306 •www.davisoilkeene.com    

NOW OFFERING 
PROPANE

FULL-OPERATION • FULL SERVICE
For Stoves, HW heaters, Fireplaces, add-ons

FREE ESTIMATES
Safe service with our professionals • 24-hr Watchdog Service since 1926

Competitive pricing • Licensed Propane Technicians

K&J Dean Builders, Inc.K&J Dean Builders, Inc.

Kevin, Sr. 
603.252.9530

Kevin, Jr.
603.499.3561

www.kandjbuilders.comwww.kandjbuilders.com

Your Dream is Our Passion
Over 60 Years’ Combined Experience

Complete
Construction 

Services

To our customers 
and supporters:

You’re the Best!
We are honored 

and very pleased.
Thanks

so much.
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Service Staff

A few months back I did a Google search and came 
across an unexpected item: “Why is Manila sinking?” 
A timely question, as my wife and I were about to 
head to the Philippines to set up a second home there. 
The answer is basically climate change. Rising sea 
levels caused by global warming (compounded by 
groundwater pumping) are threatening to fl ood the 
capital region. Having had a little time now to survey 
climate prospects in this nation of 110 million people, 
I offer the following brief report, aiming to make it 
relevant to the US and the Monadnock Region.

Those prospects are daunting. One recent study 
fi nds the Philippines to be the “country most at risk 
from the climate crisis.” Not only Manila but the 
many other coastal communities in the island nation 
are vulnerable to sea level rise. What’s more, 20 ty-
phoons roar through each year, the strongest fi ve ever 
recorded having happened since 2006. Other damage 
occurs more slowly: loss of coral reefs and mangrove 
forests and disruption of agricultural cycles.

Not surprisingly, Filipinos are aware of these 
developments. Ninety-three percent report experi-
encing some impact of climate change. What are they 
doing about it? To casual observation, jamming the 
roadways with more and more vehicles powered by 
fossil fuels; pretty much what most Americans have 
been doing.

A closer look, though, shows that efforts are be-
ing made to address the crisis. The national govern-
ment has signed on to the Paris and subsequent UN 
agreements, and recently made an ambitious pledge 
to reduce carbon emissions 75 percent by 2030 – ges-
tures undercut by the approval of 22 new coal mines 
and the budgeting of just 2.7 percent public fund-
ing toward the 2030 target. The private sector has 
undertaken some initiatives, however, and climate 
activism, especially among the younger generation, 

is robust. It has generated international attention and 
has led to productive action at the local level, as has 
happened in our region with, for example, the Drive 
Electric campaign coordinated by the Monadnock 
Sustainability Hub and Food Co-op. 

But even at their most diligent, these efforts would 
not be enough. To grasp why this is so we need only 
to get beneath the surface of the earlier observation 
about road traffi c. Yes, congestion and emissions 
are rising, but only a little over half of all Filipino 
households own a motor vehicle at all. And of this 
slim majority a full eight of 10 ownerships are of small 
motorcycles. Compare this to the US where 92 percent 
have their own wheels and the most popular ride is 
a pickup or SUV. The comparison suggests: a) that 
the Philippines’ input to greenhouse gases (GHGs) 
is relatively small, and (b) that it is a relatively poor 
country. In these circumstances, the Philippines is not 
alone. By and large, the poorest countries generate 
the least GHGs, are most vulnerable to their impacts, 
and least likely to have the resources needed to deal 
with those impacts. 

This pattern raises the issue, much debated in 
recent UN conferences, of the responsibilities of 
developing versus fully industrialized nations in re-
sponding to the climate crisis. It’s a complicated and 
often confusing debate. But seeing fi rst-hand the situ-
ation here has set my mind straight on certain points. 
To ask an economically struggling society to meet 
the same pledges of carbon reductions that wealthy 
countries have set for themselves is not only unfair, 
it’s unrealistic. In order to do their part in meeting 
the challenge of climate change, such societies are 
going to need help – fi nancial assistance, technology 
transfer, and planning expertise – from those best 
able to give it. 

Certainly there is much that can jointly be done. 
For one, why not electrify that growing fl eet of two-
wheeled gas guzzlers? Good headway is being made 
on this objective elsewhere (Rwanda, for example), 
while in the Philippines the E-option makes up 
under 1 percent of the market. The task won’t be 
easy, and big-time inputs from international sources 
will be needed to accomplish it fully. But perhaps 
a people-to-people nudge could get things started. 
Who knows, there may be a region in the Philippines 
just waiting to hear of a Monadnock-style Drive-E 
campaign, tailored to motorbikes. I have someone 
in mind who can pass the word.

Gerald Burns is a member of the board of 
the Monadnock Sustainability Hub (www.
monadnocksustainabilityhub.org). He helped to 
found the Institute for Climate Action at Franklin 
Pierce and participates in the Citizens Climate 
Lobby, the Marlborough Energy Committee, and 
Fridays for the Future.
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with Gerald Burns

Read the MSN online:
www.shoppernews.com

Presentation 
On Moose 
Ecology 
In New 
Hampshire

On Thursday, May 
25th at 7 p.m., a free pre-
sentation on moose in 
New Hampshire will be 
held in the Daniels Room 
of the Hancock Town 
Library.

Join Hancock resident 
and Certified Wildlife 
Biologist Mark Elling-
wood for a presenta-
tion on the ecology and 
status of moose in New 
Hampshire.  His presen-
tation will focus on the 
life history of moose in 
the Granite State as well 
as research fi ndings re-
garding tick impacts on 
New Hampshire’s moose 
population. 




