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editorial & Comment
How we spend our days is, of course, how we spend our lives.

mystery photo
from the historical society of cheshire county
This tidy and impressive farm, photographed in the early 1900s, has been

Annie Dillard removed and its location is now the site of an educational facility. The farm
was located on what street in what community?

Student Speaks Out Against Seat Belts On School Busses

2016 Thomas Saf-T-Liner C2

(Photo by Teddy Lydon)

To The Editor:
Hello! My Name is Teddy Lydon, and I live in
Keene. I’m a 15-year-old sophomore at Keene High
School. I love the bus! I know a lot about buses. Out
of our terminal, I can tell you what bus each driver
drives, year, makes, models, engine types, and so
on. My parents don’t work for First Student. It’s just
an interest I have. My goal is to become a school bus
driver.
I know some people won’t agree with me, but
I think buses should not have seat belts! Buses are
already the safest way for a student to get to and
from school.
If kids are seated properly, then in a front or rear
end crash, they will go into the seats. The seat will
take the shock of the crash. It’s called compartmentalization. I get that those seats won’t do anything
in a rollover crash, but bus crashes don’t happen
that often.

Also, how are you going to make sure every kid
is buckled? The only way it would work is to put an
aide on each bus, but that costs money.
Speaking of money, it would cost about $7000 to
$10,000 to equip school buses with seat belts. If seat
belts are added to each school bus, then it is going to
cost more money, resulting in less buses.
Furthermore, a bus can be fully engulfed in flames
in under two minutes. When kids get scared, they
don’t follow directions. We do not want to unbuckle
each scared kid. What if the belt jams? We want to
get the kids off as quickly as we can.
You also evacuate your bus quickly when there
is a smell of leaking fuel, the possibility that the bus
will roll or tip, or when it is likely the bus could be
hit by another vehicle.
Also, seat belts can be used as weapons.
What if your bus stalls on a train track and a train
is coming right at you? If there are seat belts, it would
take longer to evacuate, and that could lead to a loss
of an innocent life.
Not all kids are “in shape.” Are you going to try
to force a seat belt over the bigger student, and then
one student only be able to fit in that bus seat? Do we
want the student to be injured by the seat belt because
it won’t fit and it snaps and hits the kid or other kids?
Would you like to tell a parent that you couldn’t
get the kid’s seat belt off and s/he died?
If laws do get passed, kids will have to use seat
belts. But it’s easy for someone in the government
to say that school buses need seat belts, but have
they tried driving a 40-foot box on wheels, watching
seven mirrors, watching up to 10 different gauges,
and watching 40 to 60 screaming kids in a mirror at
the same time?
Teddy Lydon
Keene

Civil Air Patrol Cadet, Ethan Hughes, Reaches Milestone
Monadnock Civil Air Patrol (CAP) cadet, Ethan
Hughes of Richmond, recently reached a milestone
in the Civil Air Patrol Program by earning the Amelia Earhart Award and obtaining the rank of cadet
captain.
New Hampshire State Representative Jim McConnell presented the award to Hughes at the DillantHopkins Airport in Swanzey. The award is named
after aviation pioneer Amelia Earhart and marks
a six-year journey for Cadet Hughes. He is also a
member of the New Hampshire CAP Honor Guard
Team, a CAP Glider Pilot, and a senior at Monadnock
Regional High School.
The Monadnock Squadron meets at the airport
on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Membership
is open to adults and boys and girls ages 12 and up.
For more details, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com
or inquire locally by emailing keenecivilairpatrol53@
gmail.com.
Monadnock Civil Air Patrol Cadet Ethan
Hughes of Richmond is pictured receiving the
Amelia Earhart Award from State Representative
Jim McConnell.

The first person to answer the question
correctly at 9 a.m. or after on Friday will
receive a $10 Gift Certificate from the Marco
Polo Gardens. Call The Monadnock Shopper
News at 603-352-5296. You may win only one
contest every three months. No walk-ins.
(Prepared by the Historical Society of Cheshire County)

The winner of last week’s Mystery Photo contest was Mary Gline of Keene.
The pageant was in Robin Hood Park in Keene.

Spring Shows Announced
At Colonial Theatre
COLONIAL, Continued from page 1

Twiddle, the band with roots in
Vermont, will bring its music to The
Colonial for a two-show stay Friday,
March 17th and Saturday, March
18th. Both shows will start at 8 p.m.
The group of four have released three
studio albums.
The first of a series of three student
matinee performances will be held on
Wednesday, March 22nd at 9:45 a.m.
The others will be held on May 10th
and June 7th at the same time.
Jive and swing band The Jive Aces
will perform March 24th.
The next Met In HD show will be
a presentation of Mozzart’s Idomeneo,
which will begin on Saturday, March
25th at 12:55 p.m.
Comedian and New England native
Bob Marley will perform on Saturday,
March 25th at 8 p.m. Marley has also
performed on shows such Leno, Conan,
and more.
To close out the month of March,
the Grammy-winning Beach Boys,
whose career spans over 50 years, will
take the stage on Tuesday, March 28th
at 7:30 p.m.
Audience members may be fooled
into thinking that they’re at a Queen
concert on Saturday, April 1st, when
The Colonial will host a Queen cover
band. On Friday, the 7th, The Russian
National Ballet Theatre will grace The
Colonial stage followed by An Evening
of A Cappella on Saturday, the 8th.
The Chinese acrobatic company, Golden Dragon Cirque, will fly
through for a show on Friday, April
14th. Richard Thompson, one of Rolling

Stone Magazine’s 20 best guitarists of
all-time will play a show on Saturday,
April 15th.
The annual Monadnock Film Festival, which screens independent and
foreign films, will begin on Thursday,
April 20th until Saturday, the 22nd and
will feature networking parties and
Q&As with filmmakers. The next Met
Live HD show of the season will be on
Sunday, April 23rd. Comedian Kathy
Griffin will perform her standup routine on Thursday, the 27th, and April
at The Colonial will end on the 30th
with the Greater Keene Pops Choir on
Sunday the 30th.
May will start on Tuesday, the 2nd
by welcoming Grammy Award-winning country artist Kris Kristofferson.
On Friday, May 5th, The Wailin’ Jennys
will also perform. The high-energy
Stunt Dog Experience will take place
on Friday, May 12th. Met Live in HD
will close out its series of shows on
Saturday, May 13th. The Music For
Heroes concert to benefit wounded
veterans is set for Saturday, May 20th.
Dark Star Orchestra, a Grateful
Dead tribute band, will play on Sunday, May 21st and will be the final
show of May.
Saturday, June 3rd will see the
orchestra Pink Martini perform its
diverse, multilingual repertoire.
For more details or to purchase
tickets, call 603-352-2033, visit www.
thecolonial.org or go to the theatre at 95
Main Street in Keene. A $3 convenience
fee will be charged for purchasing over
the phone.
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